
Be What God Is
Ephesians 5:1-14

Introduction:
Therefore ﻿﻿be imitators (μιμηταὶ) of God as dear ﻿﻿children. As children imitate their parents, esp. loving parents, just so we should become imitators of our heavenly Father. {I believe that the English word “mimic” comes from this Greek word for imitate, “mimeta\i.”}
I. Walk in love – 5:1-7
“And ﻿﻿walk (περιπατεῖτε) in love,” -- In (all areas of your life), walk in love﻿.
A. The Example – 5:1-2

“as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God ﻿﻿for a sweet-smelling aroma.”
If we are going to imitate God, we need to observe how God loves. Jesus, the second person of the Godhead, has demonstrated love: He gave Himself up for us.

The word “for” could and probably should be translated “in place of us”
Offering – προσφορὰν He offered Himself. No one took His life from Him. He gave it. (John 10:11 and 15).
Sacrifice – θυσίαν – the act of offering and the offering. This is the only time in the Lev. System that the offerer was also the offering.
B. The Explanation – 5:3-4

Paul goes from love’s provision to love’s perversion.
1. In Conduct – 5:3

“But fornication and all ﻿﻿ uncleanness or ﻿﻿covetousness,”
Fornication – Πορνεία -- Basically, refers to unlawful sexual impurity, and probably includes illicit relationships of every description, even adultery in contexts where that word is not used – as here.
All Uncleanness - ἀκαθαρσία -- All impurity or uncleanness, not only in deeds, but in words, thoughts, intensions, desires and passions.
Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said ﻿﻿to those of old, ﻿﻿‘You shall not commit adultery. But I say to you that whoever ﻿﻿looks at a woman {for the purpose of} lusting for her, has already committed adultery with her in his heart. (Matt. 5:27-28) 
The “look” was David’s downfall (II Sam. 11)
Which is covetousness – πλεονεξία – greed. 10th commandment- You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; ﻿﻿you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, … 
“let it not even be named among you, as is appropriate πρέπει  for saints;”
“Don’t let it be named” - He does not mean don’t say the word – (He just did that himself), don’t let the action be named among you.

ἁγίοις – “Saints”  is used of believers, not necessarily those who deserve  the title. (See 1 Cor. 1:1)
2. In Communication – 5:4
“neither filthiness, nor foolish talking﻿﻿, nor coarse jesting, ﻿﻿which are not fitting, but rather ﻿﻿giving of thanks.”
 Filthiness – Indecency, nastiness, filthy stories
Foolish talking – silly talk combined with wittiness.
Coarse jesting – off-color jokes They are told by people with a garbage-can mind. Because of context, all three have a sexual overtone.
Instead, the believer is to be speaking words of thanksgiving and praise.
C. The Enticement – 5:5-7 
1. The Reward of God – 5:5

“For ﻿﻿this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any ﻿﻿inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.”
One question here is: Is Paul describing a believer or an unbeliever?
1) Many feel that Paul is describing unbelievers. If that is so, then it is obvious that they have no part in the kingdom nor will they even be there.
2) Others believe that he is describing believers. He told them to walk as beloved children. That must be what they are.

It is possible for a believer to practice these things or he would not be telling believers not to do them. He would be telling the people who do them to get saved. If he is talking about believers, he is telling them that their reward of sharing in the kingdom is in jeopardy. Inheriting the kingdom is not the same as entering the kingdom.
2. The Wrath of God – 5:6

“Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”
The second reason for heeding Paul’s warning is that the wrath of God falls on people who do these things - That is, on the “sons of disobedience”

Can the wrath of God fall on a believer? Yes, Heb. 12 is one of the many passages that indicate that. Therefore do not be partakers with them.
II. Walk in the Light – 5:8-14 
A. The Believer’s Relations with Evildoers - 5:7-10 
1. The Negative Command - 5:7
“do not be ﻿﻿partakers with them.”
Do not become partners with them or their deeds. Do not “cast your lot with them.” DBAG But he does not mean avoid them at all times. We have a responsibility to carry them the gospel.
2. The Reason: Christians are changed persons - 5:8a
 “For you were once darkness, but now you are ﻿﻿light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.”
Don’t return to the ways of darkness. You are in the Lord, Who is light; therefore you are lights. You are the light of the world (Matt. 5:14-16)
3. The Positive Command - 5:8b-10
“walk as children of light.”
The fruit of light is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth. That reflects or demonstrates (δοκιμάζοντες) God’s character in a believer’s life.
B. Believers Revelation of Evildoers - 5:11-13. 

1. Negative Command - 5:11
“And have ﻿﻿no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather ﻿﻿expose them.”
“do not get involved but expose” - ἐλέγχετε “Expose” is ἐλέγχω “rebuke”.

Believers are to rebuke them by their lives, more than that by their formal and solemn rebuke.  For ﻿﻿what ﻿﻿fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what ﻿﻿communion has light with darkness? Believers can and should expose evil deeds among other Christians within the church. The Corinthians failed to do this (I Cor. 5)
2.  Reason: Their Works are Shameful - 5:12
“For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret.”
Paul is not saying that we should not speak of these things, but that, even though they make us blush to do so, we still have to bring them to light.  

3.  Positive Command - 5:13
“But ﻿﻿all things that are ﻿﻿exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light.”
Use light to show the true character of works. What I think of something is not the criteria of truth, but what the light of the Scripture shows.                             
C. The Believer’s Resource of Light - 5:14 - [The Enlightenment of Christ]
“Therefore He says: “Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light.”
“Therefore he says” sounds like Paul is introducing a quotation from the O.T. However, there is no such passage. It may be a combination of passages: Isa. 26:19; 51:17; 52:1; 60:1. It may be from a hymn of the early church.
A believer who has committed “deeds of darkness,” is to wake up and rise from the dead since he was involved with the deeds of evildoers.  Christ’s shining on him speaks of His approval, an indication that he is discerning and following what is pleasing to the Lord (Eph. 5:10).
Conclusion: 

